
The Detroit News: ‘Copperwood Project has the support of western UP residents’ 
 
The Detroit News recently published an opinion piece from Kim Corcoran, the mayor of 
Ironwood and a member of Our UP, Our Future Coalition, about the critical and positive 
economic impact the Copperwood Project would have on the Western Upper Peninsula. 
 
The Copperwood Project, supported by a growing coalition of more than 140 community 
leaders, business owners, working families and other residents, will open a much-needed and 
long-anticipated greenfield mine in the Upper Peninsula, bringing with it hundreds of 
good-paying jobs to Gogebic County while adhering to Michigan’s stringent environmental 
protections. 
 
“We know, thanks to projects like Eagle Mine, that mining can be done safely without 
compromising the environment. Copperwood is not permitted to mine under Porcupine State 
Park and will not draw water from Lake Superior,” Kim wrote in the article. 
 
UP residents are showing their strong support for responsible economic development, like the 
fully permitted Copperwood Project, that will give the community access to good-paying jobs 
and create much-needed infrastructure upgrades that will support industries like logging and 
tourism long after Copperwood is gone. 
 
For the region, Copperwood represents a lifeline for the community and a chance to build a 
brighter future.  
 
To read the entire opinion piece, visit The Detroit News.  
 
 

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/2026/09/16/copperwood-project-has-the-support-of-western-up-residents-opinion/91780025007/

